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A native son who brought recogasmon
W Matagorda County through hs ad-
ventures and wrungs was well-dnown
cowboy-detective, Charles Angelo
Sumgo

He was bom Feb 7, 1855, on the
Matagorda Penunsala 10 Antonso and
Bndget White Sirmgo, who had marmed
i Matagorda on Oct. 12, 1852

Al the age of 12 he was “drafted” mto
the life of a cowboy when be got a yob
workng for Mr. Faldien near Boggy

His father, a native of Sicaly, had ded
when he was 3 year old, and on August
15, 1867, hus mother marmed Wilham
Camer m Matagorda

The farmly sold thew property in
Matagorda 1o go north where Mr Car-
ner was supposed o have property

Afler spending all of the famalv's
maney, Mr. Camner deserted them

Charlie worked at odd jobs, and fi-
nally worked hus way back 1o Texas,
landing at Indianola

He began work 0a Matagorda Cown
ranches, workmg for Tom Nye, Shang-
bas Prerce, Wiley Kuykendall Robert
Partam and W B. Grmes

He speat two yeans iving with the
Horace Yeamans family on Cash's
Creek

Then he hared out drving cattie north
from the LX Ranch

While at the LX Ranch, be first met
Bully the Kid

The Kud's two-way rustimg operabon
- stealing horses i New Mexaco and
sclimg them m Texas, and rustling cat-
the m Texas for the retumn thp and scil-
ing them m New Mexxco - let 0
Sirmgo's first cxpenence as a detective

Sinngo led a posse of the top guns of
the LX 10 try 1o stop the rusting and
capture Bilh

Charlie left the posse on 2 sade ven-
ture to find out what happened 10 the
stolen cattie, and the Kid was killed m a
shoot-out with the posse led by Pat Gar-
retL

In the spring of 1886, Charlic went 0
Chiicago and appled for 8 position with ™
thd Paskerton Detective Agency o

He recerved a dangerous assignment
m the nuning camps of ldabo's Cocur
d’Alene regron '

He assumed the alias of C. Leon All-
son, and appled for a job as a miner
and yoined the muner s unson.

Hired by the mine owners, he was ap-
pomted a Unsted States Marshall and
was the star witness i the thals beld
the Unuted States courts at Cocur d°A-
lene City and Bouse

His next asagnment was the four-year
task of trailimg the Wild Bunch, Buich
Cassidy s (George Leroy Parker) gang

These feared outlaws were Harvey
Logan, the infamous Kid Curry, Ben
Kilpatnick, the Tall Texan, Harry
Longabsugh. the Sundance Kad, Wil
Carver, and Flatnose George Curry.

This work took hum as much as 1,000
miles at a tume on horsehack m the most
remote and wildest part of the West

Altogether he traveled 25,000 males
trashng the Wild Bunch, most of #t on
borseback.

In the four years he worked on the
case, most of the cutlaw members were
killed, put behind bars, or left the coun-
try for South Amenica.

Charfie was the first cowboy to put
hus real life expenences i wniting.

His books m order of publication
wre: A Texas Cowboy, or Fifieen Years
on the Hurricane Deck of a Spanish
Pony (1885), 4 Cowboy Detec-
tive (1912); Two Evil Isms: Pinkerton-

s and Anarchum (19150 4 Lone Sor
Cowboy (1919% 4 Song Compamion of
a Lome Star Cowboy (1919), and Riase
and Spurs (1927)

The followng was wntien 1o Charbe
by Will Rogers when be filled out an
order for Riata and Spwrx “Dewr
Chariey: Somebody gave me the proof
sheet of our new book, Riats and Sy,
and wansed 10 know what | thank of o
What | think of o7 | tuak the same of o
as | do the first cowboy book | ever
read Fifteen Years on the Hurncane
Deck of a Spanish Pory

“Why, that was the Cowboy's Bible
when | was growng up | camped with
a herd one mght at the old LX Ranch,
yust north of Amaniio, m 98, and they
showed me an old forked tree where
some 0ld bronc had bucked you o

“Why, that to us was hike lookng at
the Shrne of Shakespeare o some of
these “decp forcheads

“1f you live 10 be one thousand yean
old, you couldn't write a bad book
about the cowboys - the stufl they dud
mught be bad, but you could tell it so
well it would sound almost re-

Well-known folklonst, § Frank
Dobee, wrote of lem: “Charhe Sinngo
had almost notheng 10 say on life, be re-
ported actions. He put down something
valid on a class of livers, as remote now
from the Atomac Age as Ramses [1 His
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cowboys and gusmen were aot Holly-
wood and Follere He was a2 hoaest
reponer

Charbe Surmgo had mamed as a
young man, and m (907, he resigned
hus pob with the Pinkertons after 22
years and retwred 1o hes Sumny Slope
Ranch near Santa Fe, New Mexxo

Retrement bored hum, and he worked
oD scveral cases for Willam J. Barns
Detective Agency

In the sprng of 1916, Governor
Wilkam C. McDonald of New Mexxo
persuaded Chartie 1o take a job as &
ranger with the Mounted Police for the
Camtle Sanstary Board of New Meaxo

Hus health fled. and m December of
1922 be left Santa Fe for San Deego
Califormua, 10 bive with has daughter,
Mrs. Viola Reed, and hus 14-year-old
pranddaughter, Margaret

They nursed ham back 10 health

Subsequentty be moved 1© Los Ange-
fes. and there 0 Venuce, near Holly-
wood, where he died on Octoder 19,
1928

He requested the following verses by
Badger Clark, Jr be carved on has
tombstone

“Just plant me m some stresch of West
That's sunoy, lone and wide
Lt cattle reb my togbstone down
And coyotes mourn thewr ki,
Let hawses paw and tromp the moun'
But don’t you fence t "™




